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He Was There All the Time is a nostalgic and wide-ranging memoir about formative settings and relationships.

Nick Hoffman’s journalistic memoir He Was There All the Time fills out newspaper columns he authored with laudatory 
anecdotes and photographs honoring small-town life.

In the fifth grade, in Brockway, Pennsylvania, Hoffman aspired to become the president of the United States. While his 
political career ended after a congressional internship, he grew a politician’s network of connections while working in 
transit, at a golf course, and sportswriting for the local newspaper. During a stint in a rehabilitation center, Hoffman 
also started a practice of expressing gratitude for his supporters that he continued through correspondence and 
columns.

The book’s expansion of Hoffman’s local newspaper columns with personal details is grounding. Indeed, this book is 
about his community as much as it is about him. Details about the setting are used for connective tissue, though these 
have an esoteric quality, as with street names that those beyond the community will have no reference points for.

Further, repetitive generalities are common in the book’s portraits of Hoffman’s neighbors, who are described as 
dutiful and humble without context for such claims. Elsewhere, Hoffman’s nieces and nephews and their peers are 
addressed via token expressions of hope for future generations. More humanizing, if also rare, are evocative details 
as of people’s meaningful gestures, like a mentor’s shake of their head that says “what a shame” without saying it 
aloud. Still, a sense of how the people around Hoffman helped shape his values comes through.

Hoffman’s ancestors, some of his town’s early inhabitants, and history are also attended to in the text, which is 
nostalgic and diffuse. Common editorial topics appear, as with laments about social media replacing in-person time 
with neighbors and about education becoming more about passing tests than learning. The book also lionizes the 
Greatest Generation in a familiar manner. Poems and song lyrics are referenced to speak to themes like the 
constancy of wisdom over time.

The pace stagnates as the book progresses, though. A testimonial in the final chapter represents another tonal shift, 
though incorporating declarations about lasting truth taking precedence over movement and change. More 
distinguishing are those passages that attend to Hoffman’s relationship with his father, which is represented with 
clarity during trips back to his rehabilitation facility. These passages are juxtaposed with stories about other father 
figures from Hoffman’s life, including factory workers, judges, and priests, who—at the golf course, the newspaper, 
and over coffee—helped him define his values. Such snapshots of individual lives are the book’s most compelling 
assets.

In the elegiac memoir He Was There All the Time, a man expresses gratitude for the village that raised him.

MARI CARLSON (May 1, 2026)
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